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JAMES 

Chapter 5 Bible Study       
 

Warning to the Rich 
1 Look here, you rich people: Weep and groan with anguish because of all the 

terrible troubles ahead of you. 2 Your wealth is rotting away, and your fine clothes 

are moth-eaten rags. 3 Your gold and silver have become worthless. The very 

wealth you were counting on will eat away your flesh like fire. This treasure you 

have accumulated will stand as evidence against you on the day of judgment. 4 For 

listen! Hear the cries of the field workers whom you have cheated of their pay. The 

wages you held back cry out against you. The cries of those who harvest your fields 

have reached the ears of the LORD of Heaven’s Armies. 
5 You have spent your years on earth in luxury, satisfying your every desire. You 

have fattened yourselves for the day of slaughter. 6 You have condemned and killed 

innocent people, who do not resist you. 

 

1. Who is James warning in chapter 5, as he writes this portion of scripture under 

the inspiration of the Holy Spirit? (V1) ____________________________________ 

2. How are rich people described? (5 things from V2,3) _______________________ 

____________________________________________________________________ 

____________________________________________________________________ 

____________________________________________________________________

3. When James describes the rich, he is not saying that it is bad to have wealth, he 

is warning about decisions that could be made because people tend to rely on their 

wealth more than rely on God. What does verse 4 say that some rich people do? 

(V4) ________________________________________________________________ 

4. What will happen as a result? (V4b) ____________________________________ 

____________________________________________________________________ 

5. What other behaviors are rich people known for as far as God is concerned? (4 

things from V5,6) _____________________________________________________ 

____________________________________________________________________ 

 

Patience and Endurance 
7 Dear brothers and sisters, be patient as you wait for the Lord’s return. Consider 

the farmers who patiently wait for the rains in the fall and in the spring. They 
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eagerly look for the valuable harvest to ripen. 8 You, too, must be patient. Take 

courage, for the coming of the Lord is near. 
9 Don’t grumble about each other, brothers and sisters, or you will be judged. For 

look—the Judge is standing at the door! 
10 For examples of patience in suffering, dear brothers and sisters, look at the 

prophets who spoke in the name of the Lord. 11 We give great honor to those who 

endure under suffering. For instance, you know about Job, a man of great 

endurance. You can see how the Lord was kind to him at the end, for the Lord is 

full of tenderness and mercy. 
12 But most of all, my brothers and sisters, never take an oath, by heaven or earth 

or anything else. Just say a simple yes or no, so that you will not sin and be 

condemned. 

 

6. What example is given as we are encouraged to wait for Jesus to return? (V7) 

____________________________________________________________________ 

7. What are we told “NOT” to do, towards our brothers and sisters in Christ, and 

what would the result be if we did do it? (V9) ______________________________ 

____________________________________________________________________ 

8. What two examples are given to encourage us as we suffer for the Lord’s sake? 

(V10-11) ____________________________________________________________ 

____________________________________________________________________ 

9. What two benefits can we expect for enduring suffering for the Lord’s sake? 

(V11) _______________________________________________________________ 

10. Instead of taking an oath (To swear by something, or to promise) how should 

we respond to people when asked about something? (V12) ___________________ 

____________________________________________________________________ 

 

The Power of Prayer 
13 Are any of you suffering hardships? You should pray. Are any of you happy? You 

should sing praises. 14 Are any of you sick? You should call for the elders of the 

church to come and pray over you, anointing you with oil in the name of the 

Lord. 15 Such a prayer offered in faith will heal the sick, and the Lord will make you 

well. And if you have committed any sins, you will be forgiven. 
16 Confess your sins to each other and pray for each other so that you may be 

healed. The earnest prayer of a righteous person has great power and produces 

wonderful results. 17 Elijah was as human as we are, and yet when he prayed 
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earnestly that no rain would fall, none fell for three and a half years! 18 Then, when 

he prayed again, the sky sent down rain and the earth began to yield its crops. 

 

11. What should you do if you are suffering hardships? (V13) __________________ 

What should you do if you are happy? (V13) _____________________ What should 

you do if you are sick? (V14) ____________________________________________ 

12. What can a prayer offered in faith do? (V15) ____________________________ 

____________________________________________________________________ 

13. Verse 16 has a powerful principle about how to resolve conflict, and if you 

follow it the result will be healing in your relationships. What two things does it say 

you should do? (V16) __________________________________________________ 

____________________________________________________________________ 

 

Note: One of the greatest “fuels” to any conflict is when both people think they are 

right. The reality is that both of them are right in their own mind. Confessing your 

sin (or wrong doing) to the other person lowers their defenses and creates 

opportunity for reconciliation. Even confessing that you hurt the other person, 

whether you meant to or not, will help to lower the hurtful emotions, you will then 

have a better chance to start on the path to healing in the relationship.  

 

14. Is there any benefit to the earnest (serious, solemn, intense) prayer of a 

righteous (in right standing with God) person? (V16b) ________________________ 

____________________________________________________________________ 

 

Restore Wandering Believers 
19 My dear brothers and sisters, if someone among you wanders away from the 

truth and is brought back, 20 you can be sure that whoever brings the sinner back 

will save that person from death and bring about the forgiveness of many sins. 

 

15. If someone brings back a person who has wondered away from the Truth of the 

Gospel of Jesus Christ, what benefit will it be? (V19,20) ______________________ 

____________________________________________________________________ 

 

Reflection/Application: What is the one thing that really stood out to you, and 

how can you apply it to your life? ________________________________________ 

____________________________________________________________________ 
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Prayer Guide: Based upon the fifth part of the Lord’s Prayer (don’t let us yield to 

temptation but rescue us from the evil one), pray and ask God to help you 

overcome temptation to do the wrong thing during your day. These temptations 

comes from your selfish desires inside you (your flesh), but also are influenced by 

the evil one (Satan).  

 
Answer Key 

1. He is warning the rich.   

2. Their wealth is rotting, their fine clothes are moth-eaten rags, their gold and silver has become worthless, their wealth will eat their flesh like 

fire, their treasure will stand evidence against them on the Day of Judgment. 

3. They cheat their workers by not paying them what they are worth. 

4. Their cries will reach the ears of the Lord of Heaven’s Armies. 

5. Living in luxury, satisfying their every desire, fattening themselves for the day of slaughter, condemning and killing innocent people. 

6. The example of how a farmer waits patiently for the rain to water his crops. 

7. Don’t grumble about other believers, or you will be judged. 

8. The prophets who spoke in the name of the Lord (in the Old Testament), and the example of Job who endured suffering. 

9. We will receive great honor, and the Lord will be kind to us in the end. 

10. Just say a simple yes or no. 

11. Pray; Sing Praises, Call for the elders to pray for you. 

12. It can heal the sick and the Lord will make you well. 

13. Confess your sins to each other and pray for each other. 

14. It has great power and produces wonderful results. 

15. They will be saved from death and will bring about the forgiveness of many sins.  

 


