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Acts 

Chapter 1 Bible Study       
 

Background of Acts 

� Thought to have been written around 63-65 AD. 

� Acts tells the story, or “The Acts” of the apostles, after Jesus ascended. 

� As Christ was going to the cross, His followers were “Fleeing, Denying, 

Disillusioned, and Crying”. They seemed to be very weak people. And look at 

what Gamaliel said about weak people like that in Acts 5:34-39. 

 

The Author of Acts (Luke) 

� Luke was a doctor and a traveling companion of Paul the apostle.  

� Luke was a Greek and not a Jew (non-God-Chosen people).  

� Luke also wrote the book of Luke and Acts starts off where Luke ends. 

� Luke was a witness to the wide spread of the Gospel and told the story. 

 

Audience 

� Acts was written to Theophilus (means one who loves God), Gentiles (non-

Jewish people), and to people everywhere. 

 

The Promise of the Holy Spirit 
1 In my first book I told you, Theophilus, about everything Jesus began to do and 

teach 2 until the day he was taken up to heaven after giving his chosen apostles 

further instructions through the Holy Spirit. 3 During the forty days after he 

suffered and died, he appeared to the apostles from time to time, and he proved 

to them in many ways that he was actually alive. And he talked to them about the 

Kingdom of God. 4 Once when he was eating with them, he commanded them, “Do 

not leave Jerusalem until the Father sends you the gift he promised, as I told you 

before. 5 John baptized with water, but in just a few days you will be baptized with 

the Holy Spirit.” 

 

1. What did Luke (who wrote Acts, and the Gospel of Luke) tell Theophilus in the 

first two verses of Acts Chapter 1? (V1,2) __________________________________ 

____________________________________________________________________ 

____________________________________________________________________ 

____________________________________________________________________ 



 LegacyChurchResources.ORG 

 

2. How long was Jesus on the earth after He rose from the grave, and what did He 

do in that time? (V3) __________________________________________________ 

____________________________________________________________________ 

____________________________________________________________________ 
 

3. Jesus told His disciples not to leave Jerusalem until God the Father gives them 

the gift that “He” promised. What was the gift? (V4,5) _______________________ 

The Ascension of Jesus 
6 So when the apostles were with Jesus, they kept asking him, “Lord, has the time 

come for you to free Israel and restore our kingdom?” 7 He replied, “The Father 

alone has the authority to set those dates and times, and they are not for you to 

know. 8 But you will receive power when the Holy Spirit comes upon you. And you 

will be my witnesses, telling people about me everywhere—in Jerusalem, 

throughout Judea, in Samaria, and to the ends of the earth.” 9 After saying this, he 

was taken up into a cloud while they were watching, and they could no longer see 

him. 10 As they strained to see him rising into heaven, two white-robed men 

suddenly stood among them. 11 “Men of Galilee,” they said, “why are you standing 

here staring into heaven? Jesus has been taken from you into heaven, but someday 

he will return from heaven in the same way you saw him go!” 

 

4. What were the Apostles concerned about? (V6,7) _________________________ 

____________________________________________________________________ 

5. Right before Jesus disappeared as He was taken up into a cloud, what did He say 

would happen once they received the gift of the Holy Spirit? (V8,9) _____________ 

____________________________________________________________________ 
 

Acts 1:8 But you will receive power when the Holy Spirit comes upon you. And you 

will be my witnesses, telling people about me everywhere—in Jerusalem, throughout 
Judea, in Samaria, and to the ends of the earth.” 

Witness: One who testifies of something they see. 
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Question: In what ways can you be a witness in 1) Your hometown 2) Your culture 

3) A nearby culture (one different than yours) 4) A place where Jesus is not known.  
 

6. After Jesus ascended into heaven, two white robed men appeared (angels), what 

did they tell the disciples? (V10,11) ______________________________________ 

____________________________________________________________________ 

Matthias Replaces Judas 
12 Then the apostles returned to Jerusalem from the Mount of Olives, a distance of 

half a mile. 13 When they arrived, they went to the upstairs room of the house 

where they were staying. Here are the names of those who were present: Peter, 

John, James, Andrew, Philip, Thomas, Bartholomew, Matthew, James (son of 

Alphaeus), Simon (the Zealot), and Judas (son of James). 14 They all met together 

and were constantly united in prayer, along with Mary the mother of Jesus, several 

other women, and the brothers of Jesus. 15 During this time, when about 120 

believers were together in one place, Peter stood up and addressed 

them. 16 “Brothers,” he said, “the Scriptures had to be fulfilled concerning Judas, 

who guided those who arrested Jesus. This was predicted long ago by the Holy 

Spirit, speaking through King David. 17 Judas was one of us and shared in the 

ministry with us.” 18 (Judas had bought a field with the money he received for his 

treachery. Falling headfirst there, his body split open, spilling out all his 

intestines. 19 The news of his death spread to all the people of Jerusalem, and they 

gave the place the Aramaic name Akeldama, which means “Field of Blood.”) 
20 Peter continued, “This was written in the book of Psalms, where it says, ‘Let his 

home become desolate, with no one living in it.’ It also says, ‘Let someone else take 

his position.’ 21 “So now we must choose a replacement for Judas from among the 

men who were with us the entire time we were traveling with the Lord Jesus—

 22 from the time he was baptized by John until the day he was taken from us. 

Whoever is chosen will join us as a witness of Jesus’ resurrection.” 
23 So they nominated two men: Joseph called Barsabbas (also known as Justus) and 

Matthias. 24 Then they all prayed, “O Lord, you know every heart. Show us which of 

these men you have chosen 25 as an apostle to replace Judas in this ministry, for he 

has deserted us and gone where he belongs.” 26 Then they cast lots, and Matthias 

was selected to become an apostle with the other eleven. 
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7. Who was present in the upstairs room, as followers of Jesus gathered to pray? 

(10 people and others from V13,14) ______________________________________ 

___________________________________________________________________ 

8. As 120 believers were gathered, Peter addressed them about the prophesy 

concerning Jesus being betrayed by Judas. What did Judas do with the money he 

received for betraying Jesus? (V18) _______________________________________ 

____________________________________________________________________ 

9. What did Peter say must be done concerning Judas’s position being open? (V21) 

____________________________________________________________________ 

10. What were the requirements for this Apostle position? (V21,22) ____________ 

____________________________________________________________________ 

____________________________________________________________________ 

11. Who did they select, and how did they choose who it would be? (V23-26) _____ 

____________________________________________________________________ 

____________________________________________________________________ 

12. Who became the 12th Apostle, the one that would replace Judas Iscariot? (V26) 

____________________________________________________________________ 

 

Reflection/Application: What is the one thing that really stood out to you, and 

how can you apply it to your life? ________________________________________ 

____________________________________________________________________ 

____________________________________________________________________ 

 

Prayer Guide: Based upon the first part of the Lord’s Prayer (Our Father in heaven, 

may Your name be kept holy), honor God by telling Him how wonderful He is … God 

You Are wonderful, loving, forgiving, ________ (Praise Him) 

 
Answer Key 

1. He said that in his first book (Luke), he wrote about everything that Jesus began to do and teach until the day He was taken up to heaven after 

giving His chosen Apostles further instructions through the Holy Spirit. 

2. Jesus was around for 40 days, and in that time He appeared to the Apostles, and proved that He was alive, and talked to them about the 

Kingdom of God. 

3. Baptism in the Holy Spirit. 

4. They wanted to know when He was going to free Israel and restore their kingdom.  

5. They will receive power from God and will be His witnesses telling people about Him in Jerusalem, Judea, Samaria, and to the ends of the earth. 

6. That Jesus has been taken up into heaven, and that one day He will return the same way He left. 

7. Peter, John, James, Andrew, Philip, Thomas, Bartholomew, Matthew, James (son of Alphaeus), Simon (the Zealot), and Judas (son of James), 

Mary the mother of Jesus, several other women, and the brothers of Jesus. 

8. Judas bought a field, and then fell headfirst there; his body split open and his intestines spilled out. 

9. He said that they must choose a replacement for Judas. 

10. They must have been traveling with Jesus the entire time, which included being a witness of the resurrection. 

11. They chose Barsabbas and Matthias, and made the final decision by praying, then casting lots.  

12. Matthias replaced Judas.  


