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JAMES 

Chapter 3 Bible Study       
 

Controlling the Tongue 
1 Dear brothers and sisters, not many of you should become teachers in the church, 

for we who teach will be judged more strictly. 2 Indeed, we all make many 

mistakes. For if we could control our tongues, we would be perfect and could also 

control ourselves in every other way. 
3 We can make a large horse go wherever we want by means of a small bit in its 

mouth. 4 And a small rudder makes a huge ship turn wherever the pilot chooses to 

go, even though the winds are strong.5 In the same way, the tongue is a small thing 

that makes grand speeches. 

But a tiny spark can set a great forest on fire. 6 And the tongue is a flame of fire. It is 

a whole world of wickedness, corrupting your entire body. It can set your whole life 

on fire, for it is set on fire by hell itself. 
7 People can tame all kinds of animals, birds, reptiles, and fish, 8 but no one can 

tame the tongue. It is restless and evil, full of deadly poison. 9 Sometimes it praises 

our Lord and Father, and sometimes it curses those who have been made in the 

image of God. 10 And so blessing and cursing come pouring out of the same mouth. 

Surely, my brothers and sisters, this is not right! 11 Does a spring of water bubble 

out with both fresh water and bitter water? 12 Does a fig tree produce olives, or a 

grapevine produce figs? No, and you can’t draw fresh water from a salty spring. 

 

1. Who will be judged more strictly than others? (V1) ________________________ 

2. If we could control our tongues, what would we be, and what else could we do? 

(V2) ________________________________________________________________

3. What does the Bible compare the tongue to, in that it is very small, and yet can 

cause big results, either for good or for bad? (2 things from V3,4) ______________ 

____________________________________________________________________ 

4. What else is the tongue compared to, in that it is small but can cause great 

damage if it is not controlled? (V5b) ______________________________________ 

5. What five characteristics are given to describe an uncontrolled tongue? (V6) ___ 

____________________________________________________________________ 

____________________________________________________________________ 

6. This portion of scripture talks about taming the tongue, what things does it say 

people can tame? (V7) _________________________________________________ 
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7. What other description is given to the untamed tongue? (V8) _______________ 

___________________________________________________________________ 

8. What examples are given about the tongue in describing how it sometimes does 

good, but then sometimes does bad? (V9) _________________________________ 

____________________________________________________________________ 
 

Note: To curse in the original language means … To pray against, to wish evil 

against a person or thing. Verse 9 is saying that the tongue is sometimes used to 

wish evil against those made in the image of God (meaning against people). 

 

9. Is it right to curse people (to wish evil against them)? (V10) _________________ 

 

True Wisdom Comes from God 
13 If you are wise and understand God’s ways, prove it by living an honorable life, 

doing good works with the humility that comes from wisdom. 14 But if you are 

bitterly jealous and there is selfish ambition in your heart, don’t cover up the truth 

with boasting and lying. 15 For jealousy and selfishness are not God’s kind of 

wisdom. Such things are earthly, unspiritual, and demonic. 16 For wherever there is 

jealousy and selfish ambition, there you will find disorder and evil of every kind. 
17 But the wisdom from above is first of all pure. It is also peace loving, gentle at all 

times, and willing to yield to others. It is full of mercy and good deeds. It shows no 

favoritism and is always sincere. 18 And those who are peacemakers will plant seeds 

of peace and reap a harvest of righteousness. 

 

10. If you think you are wise and understand God’s ways, how can you prove it? 

(V13) _______________________________________________________________ 

____________________________________________________________________ 

11. What type of behavior should we not cover up, by boasting and lying? (V14) __ 

____________________________________________________________________ 

12. What is jealousy and selfishness described as not being, and what is jealousy 

and selfishness described as? (V15) ______________________________________ 

____________________________________________________________________ 

13. Where there is jealousy and selfishness, what else will you find? (V16) _______ 

____________________________________________________________________ 
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14. Wisdom from above is in direct contrast to Jealousy and selfish ambition. How 

is “wisdom from above”, described? (7 things from V17) ______________________ 

____________________________________________________________________ 

____________________________________________________________________ 

15. People who rely on wisdom from above, instead of wisdom that is “earthly”, 

are called peacemakers. What will peacemakers do, and as a result what will they 

receive? (V18) ________________________________________________________ 

____________________________________________________________________ 

 

Note: The original Greek term for righteousness was “Rightwiseness”, which means 

“The character or quality of being right or just; the condition acceptable to God”.  

 

Reflection/Application: What is the one thing that really stood out to you, and 

how can you apply it to your life? ________________________________________ 

____________________________________________________________________ 

____________________________________________________________________ 

 

Prayer Guide: Based upon the third part of the Lord’s Prayer (Give us today the 

food we need), Pray to God and ask Him to provide for your needs in life (Food, 

clothing, shelter, healthy relationships, etc). 

 
Answer Key 

1. Teachers in the Church.   

2. We would be perfect, and we could control ourselves in every other way. 

3. The tongue is compared to the small bit that controls a large horse, and a small rudder that controls a huge ship. 

4. It is compared to a spark that causes a forest fire. 

5. A flame of fire, a whole world of wickedness, it corrupts your entire body, it can set your whole life on fire, and it is set on fire by hell itself. 

6. Animals, birds, reptiles and fish. 

7. Restless and evil, full of deadly poison. 

8. Sometimes it praises our Lord and Father, and sometimes it curses those made in the image of God (referring to people). 

9. No. 

10. By living an honorable life, and doing good works with humility that comes from wisdom. 

11. Being bitterly jealous, and having selfish ambition in our hearts. 

12. They are not God’s kind of wisdom; they are earthly, unspiritual and demonic. 

13. You will find disorder and evil of every kind. 

14. First of all pure, peace loving, gentile at all times, willing to yield to others, full of mercy and good deeds, shows no favoritism, is always 

sincere. 

15. They will plant seeds of peace and they will receive (or reap), a harvest of righteousness.  

 


